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FARMERS ACROSS BORDERS — “HAY FROM WA” PROJECT 

Statement by Member for Eyre 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre) [12.51 pm]: I commend the group Farmers Across Borders and its “Hay from WA” 
project which was set up and organised by Munglinup farmer Anne Bell and Salmon Gums farmer Samantha 
Starcevich after reading about a hay run from Burrumbuttock to Bourke in New South Wales last year. After 
years of drought, Sam and Anne made a decision in February this year, after a once-in-a-lifetime bountiful crop 
in 2013, to give to those who are in a horrifying drought situation. What began as a few trucks carting hay to 
New South Wales ended up with 850 bales of hay being carted across the country by 16 semitrailers and two 
pilot vehicles to farmers and station owners to feed stock. I thank Courtney “Chumpy” Bonnett who coordinated 
the trucks. Hay from WA left Salmon Gums on 1 April and made the four-day trip across the Nullarbor to meet 
up with the Burrumbuttock hay run. In all, 52 trucks and 78 trailers drove into Bourke NSW with more than 
1 000 bales of hay for struggling livestock owners. Further thanks go to Brendan Farrell, the hay run king, and 
the NSW government which has shown support for its farmers.  

Three weeks ago, 13-year-old Amelia Stone decided to raise money to make show bags for the children of 
farming families who will be receiving the hay. “Drought affects kids too”, she said. The whole event, from the 
donation of hay bales, to truck drivers giving their time and trucks, to people all over WA and the country giving 
money, shows that true country spirit is alive and kicking. 
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